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WHAT SHOULD HOMEOWNERS CONSIDER WHEN CHOOSING AN IRRIGATION SYSTEM?
Homeowners should consider their total
water usage and opt for the most current
efficient sprinkler heads and materials.
Some brands offer longer warranties on their
products. They need to consider what is
being watered. A lot of plants do not like to
be watered from above, which can
encourage mold and disease; therefore, drip
irrigation is generally the safest way to
irrigate plants.

Knowledge and qualifications. Knowing that
you have someone who knows what he is
doing and wants to educate the homeowner.
Conservationism is also important.

Most irrigation controllers have multiple
programs and start times. These separate
watering times for the lawn, which may
need frequent watering, from the plants
and shrubs that may only need to be watered
once or twice a week. Very early morning is
recommended to run the program so that
the soil will soak up water before the hot sun
evaporates it.

Running it later at night, when there is
less sun or wind, helps to not waste water.
Watering deep and long is often a
mistake, since anything that goes past the
roots is wasted.

I tell everyone, if it rained every third day,
you wouldn't need me. So it is just a matter
of not being excessive. An irrigation specialist
will help you run your system the most
environmentally friendly way. Also, educating
yourself about your system helps too.

Have it turned on and adjusted by
professional irrigation contractors. They'll be
able to determine if there are any leaks and
that all heads are adjusted to water where
needed, not sidewalks, driveways, etc., and
to only water when needed. Have a properly
set schedule for your controller and always
make sure that your irrigation system has a
reliable, working rain sensor attached to it.

WHAT ARE COMMON IRRIGATION PROBLEMS AND WAYS TO FIX THEM?
There really aren't too many problems that
happen with irrigation systems. The most
common repairs we've been making are
replacing nonfunctioning rain sensors, and
we often change out the nozzles in older
sprinkler heads to the newer, more efficient
nozzles that guarantee an even precipitation
rate while using about 30 percent less water.
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Breaking a wire when you are trimming the
shrubs is probably the most common problem.
Overwatering creates a moss or mushroom
problem. We don't ever underwater, but a
homeowner that underwaters and then uses a
fertilizer often burns out grass. Making sure
your fertilization and pest control work
together with your irrigation is important for
getting a great looking lawn.

Aging systems are common. The landscape
may have changed over time and the way
that the system was originally designed is no
longer serving its intended purpose. Update
old heads to one of today's more water
efficient ones, replacing those from 20 years
ago. Don't forget to winterize the system
properly every fall. It will save you an
unwanted expense in the spring.

WHAT SHOULD HOMEOWNERS CONSIDER WHEN CHOOSING AN IRRIGATION SYSTEM?
Make sure that the contractor is a CIC
(certified irrigation contractor). Look for a
company that specializes in irrigation.
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Water management. Homeowners need to be
familiar with the system to put out the right
amount of water. Grass and flowers need
different amounts of water, so you should know
how much they need at different times of the
year. This will help you spend less on your
water bill and have the best results, as well as
respect the environment.

Ask for references. Irrigation systems can
cost from under $1,000 to more than
$10,000, depending on the size of the
property, if it is town or well water, and the
type of water pressure the property has. Be
sure the contractor is insured, and ask how
long they've been in business.

CAN YOU GIVE SOME TIPS ON TIMING A HOME IRRIGATION SYSTEM?
Early morning watering is preferred. The
watering should be completed prior to the
sun coming up. A deep, every other day
watering is better than every day watering.
This will help promote a deeper root system
for your grass.

Early morning watering saves water from
being evaporated by full sun and gives your
lawn time to dry out before the next
watering cycle. You want a deep watering per
cycle to get right into the root zone. Each
cycle should be every third or fourth day for
an established lawn. Every lawn should
thrive on just an inch of water per week and
there is no benefit to overwatering.

HOW DO YOU MINIMIZE WATER WASTE AND CONTROL THE SYSTEM'S ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT?
It's important to water only when plants and
grass really need it. The controller should
have a different program for each season, but
a lot of people just set it and forget it and
end up overwatering. That can be costly
now that water rates for some Seacoast
towns have gone up substantially. An up-todate rain sensor is especially helpful.
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They should consider how efficient and
reliable their system will be and how userfriendly it is; whether it separates each zone
properly based on sun/shade areas of the
lawn as each has different watering
requirements; and if it has a drip system
when watering planting beds to provide
water directly into the plants root system
and minimize water waste.

CAN YOU GIVE SOME TIPS ON TIMING A HOME IRRIGATION SYSTEM?
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Set it for early in the morning before the sun
comes up so that the water will be able to
percolate. Once the sun rises, it will evaporate
and waste that water. If your soil has too much
clay, you don't want the system to run too long
since it won't get absorbed- instead, run it
two times a day for a shorter period.

A rain sensor is the least expensive way to
create an efficient timing system, and we
recommend one for every system. There are
smart controllers that base their timing
schedules on the geography, season, and
weather conditions. The system will apply
the correct amount of water for plants or for
lawn. You can ask your irrigation company to
install one of these smart sensors.

HOW DO YOU MINIMIZE WATER WASTE AND CONTROL THE SYSTEM'S ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT?
You want to make sure that you have
a rain sensor and that it is operating
properly. Do not water during daylight,
as you will lose water due to evaporation.
Also, use smart irrigation controllers,
which can automatically adjust the
controller's programming depending on
weather conditions.

Running it before the sun comes up. Don't run
at night, since you'll create an environment
for fungal growth. Make sure you don't
overwater. Sod should run 15-30 minutes.
Flowers only need 5- 10 minutes on average,
depending on whether they're in sun or shade.
Have knowledge about what you are irrigating
and the time of the day so that water won't
evaporate and be wasted.

When we open up lines in the spring, we
always check to see if water is falling onto a
sidewalk or driveway and if all sprinklers are
adjusted and properly aligned. It is important
to make sure sprinklers that are supposed to
turn are doing so. When homeowners try to
open their systems themselves, they may
forget to check for those things, causing
water to puddle.

WHAT ARE COMMON IRRIGATION PROBLEMS AND WAYS TO FIX THEM?
Occasionally the customer may see the
irrigation system running at odd times
during the day. Usually there has been a
power failure and the irrigation controller
simply needs the day and time to be reset.

The rain sensor has a cable going from the
gutter to the controller in the house.
Homeowners often cut it when doing yard
work along the edge of the house. Just
reconnect the two wires and twist. Nozzles
on misters can get clogged with root debris
and need to be cleaned out. When the system
has no water pressure, it means there's a
broken pipe.

When a homeowner notices heavy, wet
areas, it may be a possible puncture in an
irrigation line. Sprinkler heads that don't fit
properly or are deteriorating, broken, or
clogged are also common. If you see a brown
spot on your property, what is causing it?
Make sure all your zones are working
properly. It could be electrical. These require
calling a contractor to fix them.
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